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7
th

-8
th

 Grade Students  
 

 

Middle school students are required to attend live-learning sessions as listed on his/her online school 

calendar.  There are daily lessons in every course to complete every school calendar day.  Pennsylvania 

public school regulations require every middle school student to spend a minimum of 5.5 hours in school 

which equates to spending a approximately 45 minutes each class.  

 

 

7
th

 Grade English Language Arts  
Course length: Full-year  

Curriculum Resources: Holt Online: Elements of Literature  

This course is focused on mastery of the following skills: grammar, writing, comprehension and analysis 

of fiction and nonfiction text, research, and poetry.  These skills are realized through various activities 

ranging from basic tests and quizzes to creative projects.  Throughout the year students will read three 

novels and complete multiple writing projects, which will ask them to complete narrative, descriptive, 

persuasive, research, and analysis tasks.  Students are required to attend live-learning sessions as 

scheduled and complete daily online lessons outlined on the student’s calendar. 

 

 

7
th

 Grade Math  
Course length: Full-year  

Curriculum Resources: Acellus  

In 7
th

 Grade Math, students will focus on foundational math topics, such as numbers and operation, 

measurement, geometry and scale, algebraic concepts, data analysis and probability.  Students can utilize 

the online textbook, videos, online games, and activities to help emphasize the key concepts.  Students are 

required to attend live-learning sessions as scheduled and complete daily online lessons outlined on the 

student’s calendar. 

 

 

7
th

 Grade Science  
Course length: Full-year  

Curriculum Resources: Think Central Online  

Life Science is the study of all living organisms. Students will study characteristics of living things, cells, 

cell processes, heredity, genetics, classification, bacteria and viruses, protists, fungi, plants, animals, 

human body systems and ecology.  Students will complete a variety of activities including assignments, 

quizzes, assessments, projects, labs, and online discussion 

board with peers. Students are required to attend live-learning sessions as scheduled and complete daily 

online lessons outlined on the student’s calendar. 
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7
th

 Grade Social Studies  
Course length: Full-year  

Curriculum Resources: Holt Online: Civics in Practice: Principles of Government and Economics 

This course is comprised of four themes; Civics, Economics, Geography, and Career Exploration. In the 

Civics section, students will focus on the history of American democracy, the Constitution, effective 

citizenship, local and state governments, and will briefly explore the three branches that form the U.S. 

Government. Additionally, students will analyze how continuity and change has influenced U.S history 

by evaluating primary documents, artifacts, and historic sites and identify the political and cultural 

contributions of individuals and groups. In the economics section of the course, students will examine the 

American economic system and the role that the government has in the economy. Students will also 

examine how economics affect them personally.  In the geography section, students will be introduced to 

the five themes of geography and learn important map skills.  In the last section of the course, students 

will explore career options. Through use of the Bridges Career Exploration program students will learn 

about various career paths and how to obtain their future employment goals.   Students are required to 

attend live-learning sessions as scheduled and complete daily online lessons outlined on the student’s 

calendar. 

 

7th Grade Art 
Course length: Full-year 

Curriculum Resources: Creativity Express Online 

7
th

 grade art meets the Pennsylvania Art Standards for grades 7-8 and builds upon knowledge learned in 

3
rd

 and 5
th

 grade art. Work in the course is primarily project based. Lessons are located in both the course 

delivery system and the online curriculum Creativity Express. The course will continue to focus on the 

elements of art and principles of design as well as major art movements in history and significant artists 

of these movements. Students will work through Angel as well as Creativity Express, an interactive online 

curriculum to learn about these concepts. Guided practice, videos and quizzes will also support the subject 

matter taught through the online curriculum. Students are required to attend live-learning sessions as 

scheduled and complete daily online lessons outlined on the student’s calendar. 

 

7
th

 Grade Health and Wellness 
Course length:  Full-year (3 days/week)  

Throughout the Health and Wellness course, students will be able to meet PA Academic Standards for 

Health, Safety and Physical Education by being engaged in lessons focused on the following categories: 

Concepts of Health, Healthful Living, Safety and Injury Prevention, Physical Activity and Concepts, 

Principles and Strategies of Movement. To meet the Physical Activity standards, the students are 

responsible for engaging in daily physical activities. This approach makes fitness very personal and 

individualized while giving the students the freedom to choose their own fitness activities. Students will 

complete online activity journals. In addition to the activity journals, students will focus on team sports, 

with emphasis on history, rules, skill-related fitness, motor skill development, biomechanical principles 

and game strategies. The students will be assessed in these areas by completing assignments, quizzes and 

exams Students are required to attend live-learning sessions as scheduled and complete daily online 

lessons outlined on the student’s calendar. 
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7
th

 Grade Assessments 
Students’ progress and development will be assessed in a variety of ways including assignments, quizzes, 

projects, and assessments. Students in seventh grade will participate in the Classroom Diagnostic Testing 

(CDT), reading and mathematics Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) as well as the 

reading, language arts, math, and science Scantron tests.  

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

8
th

 Grade English Language Arts  
Course length: Full-year  

Curriculum Resources: Holt Online: Elements of Literature and Study Island 

With a divided emphasis on reading and writing skills, 8
th

 grade Language Arts is a course a developed to 

build on previously learned skills, as well as prepare students for high school level English courses.  To 

strengthen reading comprehension skills, lessons are focused on analyzing the use of literary elements in 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Literature analysis is an imperative part of this course because it involves 

higher-level thinking skills that will prepare students for future endeavors.  Students will practice all of 

these skills through reading and evaluating short stories, essays, poetry, and the following novels: The 

Outsiders, And Then There Were None, Out of the Dust and The Diary of Anne Frank. The writing portion 

of the course will focus on improving students’ abilities to structure writing. To do so, students will 

respond to the following types of essays prompts: expository, argumentative, narrative, research-based, 

and literary analysis. Overall, students will concentrate on the content, focus, style, organization and 

conventions of composition. Other various projects will include creativity and research skills.  Students 

are required to attend live-learning sessions as scheduled and complete daily online lessons outlined on 

the student’s calendar. 

 

 

8
th

 Grade Math  
Course length: Full-year  

Curriculum Resources: Acellus  

The eighth grade math course is a continuation of skills learned in the seventh grade math 

course.  Students will review, and build upon concepts learned in previous years.  This course will prepare 

students for high school mathematics courses.  The concepts presented in this course are taught by a 

highly qualified teacher who uses, videos, interactive websites, and independent activities.  Students are 

required to attend live-learning sessions as scheduled and complete daily online lessons outlined on the 

student’s calendar. 
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8
th

 Grade Social Studies  
Course length: Full-year  

Curriculum Resources: Holt Online: United States History  

Eighth grade social studies is a survey of historical, cultural, political, economic, and institutional factors 

and events that have shaped United States history from colonization through the Reconstruction era. The 

course takes a chronological approach with an emphasis on major themes throughout history that have 

impacted the development of our nation. Additionally, students will analyze how continuity and change 

has influenced U.S history by evaluating primary documents. Throughout the year, Students will compare 

the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development of the 

United States and the effects this change still has today.  Students are required to attend live-learning 

sessions as scheduled and complete daily online lessons outlined on the student’s calendar. 

 

8
th

 Grade Science  
Course length: Full-year  

Curriculum Resources: Think Central Online  

Eighth grade science is a study of Earth and Space Science. Students will study maps, the Earth’s 

structure, the Earth’s resources, natural landforms, oceanography, weather and climate, and astronomy. 

Students will be assigned safe, at-home experiments and are required to submit several assignments 

weekly.  Students will engage in various assessments, and will discuss Earth science matters both in class 

and on discussion boards.  Students are required to attend live-learning sessions as scheduled and 

complete daily online lessons outlined on the student’s calendar. 

 

8
th

 Grade Health and Wellness 
Course length:  Full-year (3 days/week)  

Curriculum Resources: Holt Online: Health 

Throughout the Health and Wellness course, students will be able to meet PA Academic Standards for 

Health, Safety and Physical Education by being engaged in lessons focused on the following categories: 

Concepts of Health, Healthful Living, Safety and Injury Prevention, Physical Activity and Concepts, 

Principles and Strategies of Movement. To meet the Physical Activity standards, the students are 

responsible for engaging in daily physical activities. This approach makes fitness very personal and 

individualized while giving the students the freedom to choose their own fitness activities. Students will 

complete online activity journals. In addition to the activity journals, students will learn topics such as, 

impacting factors of growth and development, interdependence among the body systems, nutrition, 

adolescent risk-taking behaviors and disease prevention. The students will be assessed in these areas by 

completing assignments, quizzes and exams. Students are required to attend live-learning sessions as 

scheduled and complete daily online lessons outlined on the student’s calendar. 

 

8
th

 Grade Assessments 
Students’ progress and development will be assessed in a variety of ways including assignments, quizzes, 

projects, and assessments. Students in Eighth grade will participate in the Classroom Diagnostic Testing 

(CDT), reading, mathematics, science and writing Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) as 

well as the reading, language arts, math, and science Scantron tests.  


